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standpoint. It is to them what the Germans call a Religion
der That, and it resolves itself into what Scripture charges them
to do and to refrain from doing. Indeed, Judaism is remarkably
free from dogmatism, and is essentially a religion of action. It
emphatically repudiates the doctrine of exclusive salvation, a
doctrinfe that has produced so much persecution and bloodshed in
the world. It likewise discountenances every attempt to suppressj
the critical spirit and to paralyze the intellect, to stigmatize
honest doubt or error as guilt, and to elevate dogma above the
moral element of religion. Influenced by the endless variety of
human opinions, and maintained by all with equal honesty, con-
fidence, and hope, Judaism holds and teaches* that no one can be
distant from (rod "whose life is in the right." This is not a
sudden outcome of Jewish sentiment prompted by modern
liberalism, but is as old as the Bible itself. The same Voice that
promulgated the Decalogue at Sinai proclaimed that, " on every
place where the Divine name should be recorded, a blessing from
above would descend." Again, at the inauguration of the Temple
at Jerusalem, Solomon placed the non-Israelite on precisely the
same level as the Hebrew with respect to the acceptance of
prayer. Even in times of sore persecution from the Crescent and
the Cross, when the bitterness of the hour might have called forth
a hostile or anti-social utterance, the Rabbins openly taught that
" salvation is the heritage of the virtues of all peoples." Eeligious
teachers there have been, and are still, who profess their in-
capability to conceive how any but one measure of belief and
one stereotyped form of worship can be acceptable to the Almighty.
But here the Jew finds no perplexity, since he recognizes in the
very variety of prevailing opinions and forms a telling evidence
of the righteousness of (rod, who judges between the errors of
the head, if errors they be, and the errors of the heart.

The Jew, therefore, does not classify men by the principle of
theology. He regards the severity practised towards the Canaanites
of old not as a consequence of erroneous religious belief, but as a
retribution for their revolting and unnatural crimes, which were
inseparable from their religious practice. The Egyptians and the-
Edomites were also idolaters; but as they did not associate their
worship with the abominations of Canaan, the Jews were charged
to regard them as brothers, and to promote their welfare. Though
Judaism is a missionary religion yet, paradoxical as it may seem,
it is very adverse to proselytism. Conversion was practised by
them so long as the Bible existed in the Hebrew version only,
and was inaccessible to the outer world; but in our times, when
the Scriptures are rendered into every language and dialect o,f
the globe, and each individual can read and interpret them for